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Missouri's unemployment rate grew dlightly in October

JEFFERSON CITY -- Missouri's unemployment rate edged up two-tenths of a point in October, but was till at alow 3.1
percent following normal declines in amusement and recreation and in business services.

The rise in the unemployment level was accompanied by an increase in the state's total employment, which grew by
26,000 to nearly 2.9 million jobs. Therefore, although the number of available jobs increased in October, the labor force
did likewise, growing by nearly 34,000 to nearly 3 million people.

"Employment and unemployment can both increase at the same time when the labor force isincreasing, asit usually does
inthefall,” said Bill Niblack, labor market information manager, Missouri Division of Workforce Development.

Non-farm payroll employment grew by more than 14,000 jobs from September, reaching nearly 2.8 million in October.
Much of this growth istypical, as school and college employment continued to increase. Employment in state and local
government, which includes public schools and colleges, increased by 7,000 jobs, while private educational services
gained more than 3,000 jobs. Employment in the transportation and utilities industry group grew by more than 1,000 jobs,
reflecting job gainsin school bus transportation.

Manufacturing employment jumped by nearly 6,000 jobs. Most of this was in the automobile industry and reflected
individuals returning to work following model changeover layoffs. Non-durable goods manufacturing also experienced a
dlight increase in employment with the addition of 800 jobs, with no businesses reporting job losses. Construction
employment edged down a bit further from the peak reached in August. Employment dipped by nearly 2,000 jobs from
September, to less than 147,000 in October.

Other than education-related industries, most industries in the service-producing sector showed only small net changes
over the month. In the service industries, typical dropsin amusement and recreation and in business services offset the
increases in education. Normal drops in eating and drinking places were more than offset by gains in general merchandise
stores and some other retail industries, resulting in arelatively small net gain of nearly 2,500 jobs in retail trade.

Over the past year, non-farm employment has grown by more than 31,000 jobs, or 1.1 percent, to a new total of nearly 2.8
million. Most of the over-the-year job growth has continued to be in the service-producing sector, which gained 39,500
jobs. The service industries grew by 24,000 jobs including nearly 11,000 jobs in business services and 4,500 in social
services. Retail trade employment gained more than 6,000 jobs over the year, while finance, insurance and real estate
employment grew by nearly 3,000 jobs.

Despite the upsurge in October, manufacturing employment has declined by more than 7,000 jobs from last year’ stotal.
The electronic equipment industry experienced the greatest decrease, shedding more than 3,000 jobs.

-more-

MISSOURI UNEMPLOYMENT RATES
FOR METROPOLITAN STATISTICAL AREAS (MSAS), LABOR MARKET AREAS (LMAs), AND COUNTIES
CURRENT MONTH (OCTOBER 2000), PREVIOUS TWO MONTHS (AUGUST AND SEPTEMBER 2000), AND YEAR AGO (OCTOBER 1999)

OoCT SEP AUG OCT OCT SEP AUG oCT

2000 2000 2000 1999 2000 2000 2000 1999
U.S. (not seasonally adjusted) 36 38 41 38 Atchison 14 16 24 1.0
MISSOURI 31 29 2.8 24 Audrain 29 28 24 16
ST.LOUISMSA 33 35 34 29 Barton 22 19 21 18
Franklin 33 4.1 3.9 25 Bates 38 32 35 2.8
Jefferson 26 27 2.8 22 Benton 56 53 4.6 33
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St. Francois 5.7 53 5.1 4.2 Wright
Washington 6.5 6.5 6.0 4.6

NOTE: DATA FOR COUNTIES WITHIN MSASLMAs ARE DISAGGREGATED FROM MSA/LMA TOTALS.

PRODUCED BY MISSOURI DEPARTMENT OF ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT, DIVISION OF WORKFORCE DEVELOPMENT, IN COOPERATION
WITH U.S. DEPARTMENT OF LABOR BUREAU OF LABOR STATISTICS
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